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·TPU<b·Pr:clj~eet.No. '2-57S'7\..>Fcrc-Letfers'Regapd'ing ETC Designation'Pursuant to
FTA ~96 §i~14(e) (~),- ;);' .7",., ':.~ ',S t" :. "1..,,! I, ' .

TPUC Docket No. 35252 .:.. Application"of T.exas RSA~7BSiL.P. d/b/a/ Peoples
Wireless, iServi~e~ for .D~si~ation,a~ :~l Eligible T~Jecom~~~ications Carrier '
and an Eligible Telecommunications Provider . "

............

No. of Copies rec·dl.----'O~_
ListABCDE

Pursuant to Section 214(e) (2) of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended (the

"Act") and 47 C.F.R. sections 54.201 - 54.203, the Texas Public Utility Commission
• '. ~ ~: l '. ~ u ... ~ ~~ 'i ~ '.P 1"- J. ."

(TPUC) has grlll.lt~d!eligrbleJeleco~~~tiQ.Q.sP91V~r.p~TC) ~esignatioJl:~? RSA 7BS L.P.,
~ ... It. • • ...

d/b/a People's Wireless Services (pe"Oples,Wftdless)lJ. Tlle 'attached Order' No. .3, Docket No.

35252, isslJe4 Q~:11ar~h \0., 2008, grants Peoples Wireless designation in the rural study area
." • Q

of Peoples Witeless· TeI8pIiiDne,,:Inc~CooperHtive;1\vhich' is compni.sed~0!f'the exchanges of

Ben Fran:k1~;·.>9~pb~11l,.q.~,re~s~l1~~:t;,l;?IY.~C!~~k, 91ade Brance, ~~lden, Jim Hogg,

Pecan Gap, R0*t~n.~ Sandy Creek, Talco, Wynee and Yantis.

" .,;

,,;fiJ. :~I~" PtLri~bXltreQ¥~eePp'\lper . ..~" ,~~ t :., c ":: " •. 1M Equal Opportunity Employer

1701 N,'Congres"S'.Avenue PO~Box~133~6Iusiin, TX 7S7ft 51i'1936--7oil'o Fax: 512/936-7003 web site: www.puc.state.tx.us



If you require any additional information please contact Shawnee Claiborn~Pinto at

(S12)-936-7388.

Shawnee Claiborn-Pinto, Sr. Retail Market Analyst
Competitive Markets Division - Texas Public Utility Commission

cc: attachments



DOCKET NO. 35252

APPLICATION OF TEXAS RSA 7BS, L.P.
D/B/A PEOPLES WIRELESS SERVICES
FOR DESIGNATION AS AN ELIGffiLE
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER

§
§
§
§

c:..
'01FJanuary l'8-'-ZOW87"~7BS;-L-:P:~dl67a-Peoples -Wireless. -Services <!p~Gple8""'--- _IE

Wireless) filed an appli~ation for designation as an eligible telecolnmunications carrier (ETC)

pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 214(e) and P.U.C. SUBST. R. 26.418. Pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 214(e), the

Commission, either upon its .own motion or upon request, shall designate qualifying .common

carriers as ETCs for sem.ce areas set forth by the Public Utility Commission of Texas

(Commission). Peoples Wireless is requesting ETC designa,tion in the entire study area of the.

~,.,teleahone ~Pl~any of .Peoples Telephone Cooperative, Inc., which is comprised of the

~ ~(~~¢~~e~0f.j~h;F~~pJcli:Q, CaJllpbeU~'Cypress Spring, Dry Creek, Glade Branch, Golden, Jim
.....,' 't £'i '.

'. Hogg, Pe<tan Gap, Roxto~' Sandy Creek, Talco, Wynee, and Yantis, and has provided with its

application a map ofthe territory it intends to serve.

On January 24, 2008, the Commission issued Order No. 1 in this proceeding which

established an effective date, a deadline for intervention and advised of Texas, Register

publication. Notice was published in the Texas Register on February 8, 2007. The Applicant

••:~.IQ - ' , a' ~e0»)] a" me aDit:iGti~iI Ja lhe ~' " -ee afl iRUilt· It!!ti!fty~~~f~: thet,iPt~ Qf ffiliQ~.
-./. ~~"r ' ~1Pbr;tiant' ~P:i;~~gti~~ i~2if;4¥g(g)(j~i(i\;' ~:~~e~iive- date sbiJJbe 'no earli~r than 30

days after the filing date of the application or 30 days after notice is completed, whichever is

later. Therefore, the earliest effective date for this procee4,ing is March 10, 2008.

No objection, comment, or motions to intervene were filed, and no hearing was

requested. P.U.C. SUBST. R. 26.418(g)(2)(A) provides that applications for ETC designation

may be reviewed ~stratively.

On,.March 4, 200~~ Commission Staff (Staft) filed a recommendation for approval of

; " ~ , E..:TC sta~!fo'~P~;ples 'Wifeless b~ed;on the' following:
, "

olJ'
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Designation as Eligible Telecommu"uttItJ~~~(i#f..ikf,{-I:,.,

To qualify for ETC status, a carrier must meet four conditions:
1

" _-,.-,-~,...-,

1.

2.

3.

4.

The carrier must be a common carrier, as that term is defined by the Federal
Telecommunications Act of 1996 (pTA '96), Section 3(10).

The carrier must offer the fol,loWing services (requisite services),2 using its own
facilities or a combination ofits oWn facilities and the resale ofanother carrier's

• 3
services:
(a) voj~;gr~~W~cceSSI~0jt1l~,p'-pb,li~~s~tched'!Qetwork;
(b) local' Usage; ~~ -" ~,

-"{CY' - aiial'tSiie iii1ifii freq~cy'SigiiiJmg or its' functionaI equivaIebl; I •

(d) single party service or its functional equivalent;
(e) access to, emergency services, including such services as 911 or enhanced

911;
(f) access to operator services;
(g) access to interexchange service;
(h) access to directory, assistance; and
(i) toll limitation for qualifying low income customers.
The carrier must advertise the availability ofand charges for the requisite services

in,~ medi~ o.f<gener~ dis1ri~p#on.4 . s .
~~ C0~PaJ!¥ mU$tprbw(le~LifeliQ.¢'andLink Up support.

Peoples Wireless meets all of the above criteria. Peoples Wireless will advertise the

designated services and their rates through notices using media of general distribution. Peoples

Wireless will provide the required services either using its own facilities or a combination of its

own facilities and through mutual sharing arrangements with other carriers. People~ Wireless

..._},,_~~~~~,p~op'os~dLife~e~4;~ink'Uptariff~~ts~11 lic~~~~.

I~ ~,~ ',-~'.',~ s _{eles '.'.qu.eJ. ~" wat, je~~ _eFt(@tte'Q.un-j~ts. ,- Ii'
, , '~ .. {. -'I'

1 47 C.F.R. § S4.201(bKd).

2 47 C.F.R. § 54.101.

3 47 C.F.R. § 54.201.

4ld

5 47',C.F.R. '§ 54.405.
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Peoples Telephone Cooperative, Inc.. i~ a, ~al incumbent local exchange 'carrier that

serves the exchanges for which People~~~lItJ~:1~ite'~ USF support. 47 C.F.R. §'S4.201(c)

states:

Upon request and consistent with the public interest, convenience, and
necessity, the state commission may, in the case of an area served by a
rural telephone company, and shall, in the case of all other areas,
designate more than one common carrier as an eligible
telecommunications ,canier for a sewice ~ea designated by the state
colllJl]jssion, '$> to.qg as t~~:~~itibUal ~iQestittg carrier meets the
reqlrlIeQ?ebts'(KJf:am~ap}i\"f~QlJtliiS';section~ >

- ~.--.-- ~--~-,- -- - ---~_..---_.-~ ...-.~- .......~ .. '

The Commission has declined to adopt specific public interest criteria in rural ETC

designation proceedings, but has required"...that an applicant demonstrate that its designation is

of material benefit above and beY9nd the status quo of its existing operations in the: requested,
6

areas." The Commission recommended in Nextel that with regard to the public interest

evaluation, applicants provide detail on the following issues: (1) service offerings, including,

additioiW service offering~ for the proposed ETC designation areas, (2) additional service quality
'1,. •

,~~~'it,; ':~~.h ' , ", '" ;'::~~~;~~le~':c,~;y~~are~~ (4) ~ntinuati()n of service commitments, such as
'. ;; '. ,lb~t"Up,p1hve'rea'p-a1)Uity,~and (5)- consumer protection-standards, and (6) information regarding

. 7
how the company will better serve the consumer ifgranted designation.

6 Application of NPCR, Inc. d/b/a Nextel Partners for Eligible Telecommunications Carrier Designation. Docket
No. 27709, F'iftal ~Qrder ali 9#00. 30~2004) (Nextcl).

7Id

' .
.~ ~ ~ '-i. I: ,- '.~ r' '
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Peoples Wireless has provided a map ofits service area and has committed itself to serve

any customer within its area. Peoples Wireless will provide Phase 1 E911 to 100 percent of the

company's customers. No Public SafetY.~~P<1iht has requested Phase n service at this

time, but Peoples Wireless plans to use universal service support to offer the Phase II E911 when

requested. Finally, Peoples Wl1'eless' application addressed the Commission's request for

competitive carriers entering rur.al ar~as to provide service that enhances or exceeds existing,
, ,

tel~mmunica~io11,S service. Peoples Wireless stated its intention to provide new services in the
. "

4e~~atedJa,rc;~~, t~, dq,IQ~,~lJiPJ»eptf::s- ,,;~~~,~~~~ion services, tfiroughout the area,

to ptbVide ,colJ,thil1e\!' maidtenifice-,ofiilil neti()itJii!.u1ifngb~ry.J:!ack-uP-9fjts .cell.sltesan~t. __~
, ~,.~'lft'''': _- ."......~.......... >-. - - .... • f,. ...... . 4 ""'" U ~ -.- » r '0 ,

to deploy back-up power generators to all ofits cellular tower sites, ifgranted ETC desi~tion.

Staffconcluded that Peoples Wireless' application is in the public interest.

"II

"._-~

(iJrtl,~ring-Par(l,g,aph

In accordance with Staff's recommendation and for all the reasons stated therein"

" p~s;uant to the FTA § 214(e)(2) and P.U.C. SUBST. R. 26.418, Peoples Wireless' application for

,;,1;: ~,,~,:,~ , -:; ,<:...iEWa\d'esr@atiolldiS: _pIt(inmD,'~as.:amendeA'.\effective,March 10,2008. Peoples WIireless'is
, .' "> ""'~',\ " ,"'" '¥''''~'J1' -"'~~'J'-"l' '~'''''r'','' .",...~ ,....u;

.''': ._~~,;,f~' ,', ~f ~<":l~~d'iEme:t§tadis:m'ijne'te~tite ~tUd;war~~ftlie rural telephone company ofPeoples Telephone

Cooperative, Inc., which is comprised of the exchanges of Ben Franklin, Campbell, Cypress

Spring, Dry Creek, Glade Branch, Golden, Jim Hogg, Pecan Gap, Roxton, Sandy Creek, Talco,

Wynee, and Yantis.
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